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Tamerlan Tsarnaev and his sisters in an uncle’s care for another year.'® Subsequently, in 2003,
Tamerlan Tsarnaev and his sisters joined their family in the United States.'* In 2006, Tamerlan
Tsarnaev was granted Lawful Permanent Resident (LPR) status. By this time, he had taken up
boxing, and in the fall of 2006 he attended Bunker Hill Community College part-time. He left the
school in 2008. '

(U) In 2007, Tamerlan Tsarnaev began dating Katherine Russell.'® According to some
media reporting, friends of Katherine Russell claim that as time went on he took on an
increasingly extremist view of Islam, and allege that he became violent toward her. During a
break in their relationship, Tamerlan Tsarnaev was arrested on charges of domestic abuse for
slapping a different woman, Nadine Ascencao.'” In 2009, he won the New England Golden
Gloves heavyweight title, and lost in the first round of the national tournament in Salt Lake City.
The next year, though he qualified for the national tournament, he was not allowed to compete
due to a chan%e in the competition’s rules. Tamerlan Tsarnaev married Katherine Russell on
June 21, 2010. 8 His daughter, Zahira, was born in October 2010.

(U) For his part, Dzhokhar Tsarnaev attended high school at the Cambridge Rindge and
Latin School in Cambridge, Massachusetts where he wrestled competitively and eventually
became co-captain of the wrestling team.'" In 2011, he graduated and received a $2,500
scholarship from the City of Cambridge for college, which he used to attend the University of
Massachusetts at Dartmouth.?” His grades were poor, but by nearly all public accounts he was
well-liked and social, and was known to drink and smoke marijuana with friends. He also
reportedly maintained a close relationship with his older brother. On September 11, 2012,
Dzhokhar became a naturalized U.S. citizen.”'
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' (U) It is important to note that despite conflicting early reports, the Tsarnaev family received asylum from
Kyrgyzstan, and not Russia.
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